Wild Dogs set to

by Yvette Brand

Images of Gappsland
will be brought to life
in an innovative and
exciling travellng art
exhibitson inspired by
six local artists now
known as “Wild Dogs
from Down Under.™

The diversity ol Cipps-
land will be represenied
through diverse arl meds-
wme 0 an exhibition that
will 1zke on the world,

While an imicrmational
exhibilion 5 SOMELIMES A
romantse dream of many
artists, this group will mot

only be making i & reali-
ty, bul promolng iheir
hame al the same time.

Wild Dogs from Down
Under is an ndea bom by
Crossover artislt Kéfmeé
Warren. Put, she said, the
concept did not take much
developing

Five other arlsls were
quick 1o jump on board,
recognising the wonderful
opportunity  that  lies
ahead in an exhibition tmi
will appropriately be
launched in Warmagul be-
fore travelling around re-
gional Victora, o Mel-
bourne, Warragul's saster
city Jiwjiang, China and
later on 10 Los Angeles,

The artists include Kers
rie, Eileen Harrison of
Warmagul, Gary Miles of
Drouin West, Jenny Mur-
ray-Jones of Warmagul,
Leonie Ryvan of Nilma and
Laarie Collins of Jindi-
vick

"We all come [rom sach
different  backprownds
Chppsland 15 so diverse ii-
selll s0 we are presenting
Gippsland in its troe light
because we are diverse.

“We are basmg it on
Gippsland so thal when
we travel we will create
an amosphere of Gipps-
land 30 that people visl.
ing the exhibition will feel
they have been to Gipps-
land

“We are also creating a
Crippsland soundscape 5o
that background noise
will be sounds ol Gipps-
land.

“In many ways the end-
ing of this project will

mark another begimping i
DUl CAresrs as ariists,” she
s31d

Kemie said a travelling
exhibhilion was u'-rn-ﬂhln&
she had been thinking
nbout for & couple of years
and was finally barn a
couple of months ago over
eoflos with other artasts

She waid she sttended an
arts advisory commitice
meeting and afterwards o
few people went oul for
coffes

She said she was @mlking
abowt her idea, and jok-
ingly put forward the swen
of *Wild Dogs from
Down Under.”

Kerrie said Leonie also
hit on the idea and the
next day they registered
the name for the purpose
of iheir exciting new pro-
jeci.

Since then Kerrie has
bech involved In applica-
tons for grams from Re-
pronal Arts Viclona and
Arts Victona for matenals
o assist in creation of the
exhibition works, as well
nx Touriem Victorin o as-
sisl in touring the exhibi-
Biioam

“If we get it (a grant),
i's a real bonus. I not,
we are going to do it any-
way,” she said

Kemmie said these six
emerging, prolessional
arfisls would work logeth-
er to create the works.
Each artist will feature
five pieces in the exhibi-
T o

“The artwork will be
new, conceplual.and con-
termporary visual art in the
genres of indigenous and
non-indigenous painting,
metal sculpture and three
dimensiona! photography
based on Gippsland,” she
sad

Kerne said the arists
woptld explore and devel-
op Lheir own usigue styles
and applications to cremsc
a strong and united body
of cantemporary visual ar
that will |ater be presented
to the wider commumity.

The works will be re-
sc&r-.hh:l and created dur-

ng the first seven months
m‘ 2006 with the aim of
launching the exhibiion

in Warragul Ister in the
YA,

It is planned the exhibi-
tvon will wour regional
Vicioria in the first half of
2007 and then the iulerma-
tomal Sage laler thil Vear

She saxd they hoped 10
establish an ans and cul-
tural exchange with aisis
in Jujiang who could be
inviled > come anc slay
with local arusts and put
their works in am exhibi-
tson at the West Gappsland
Arts Centre.

Kemie said the artists
and project manager Baw
Baw Shire arts and culture
officer Michael Henson
will be present af the exhi-
bition openings where
possible and the artists
will make themseives
available o speak about
their wark

The diversity of the
grtisis and the works they
will present can be s5ecn in
what they say aboul them-
sclves.

Kerrie's work is absiract
cnvironmental  expres-
sipmism = “il is a direct ex-
pression of my wuncons
stious emolmon, a sponia-
neous release of ecstatic
creativity. It 15 a limk to
my own exidence within
my environment

A contemporary indige-
nous painter, Jenny “said
her work was “the images
which are a part of my
wlentity.”

“1 recrente the many im-
ages which have been
taken from us, insages thal

have been used agninst us

“I'm responding to the
many ethnographic ims-
ages which found their
way onbd PpOsicaras and
into the archives of gov-
ernment departments
These are Lo a great exient
locked away. These im-
ages are our faces and the
faces of our ancestors, vel
we hove had no access (o
them

“These are the namelcss
faces and imsulting cap-
tlons which still haunt us.
My painting is my way of
responding 1o this njus-
thce," she said.

Eileen also is a conlem-
porary indigenous painler
who likes to depict her
homeland around Lake
Tyers as an expression of
her cultural comnection
with the land and her an-
ceslors

My work 15 msparcd by
my culture It 1S a repre-
senintion of my perspec-
tive, how [ see the world
through an Aboriginal
woman's eyes,” she sasd.

Garv is removwned for his
contemporary impression-
ist works, He painis in &
distinctive and sponts-
neous style to capture the
Australian landscape.

“When | work o create
a holistic series, | se1 up
camp in remote pams of
the outhack for weeks al a
time o fully understanc
my subjecl

"My paintings are un-
mistakably Australian, as
realised amd reflecied
within mysell.” he sad

innovate and inspire

Leonie constructs two
and three dimensioaal
photography, exploring
and cresting images such
as truth, COMSCIOUSNESS,
solitude and me

“My work 15 innovative,
contemporary and of a
metaphysical natere,
breaking the boundancs
of comventional photogra-
phy,” she ssd

Laune works o sSCrap
gteel and wood, believing
there are 5o many [orms iR
the mdusirml workl that
are not appreciaded mn any®
pesthelic mannes

“1 recycle material tha
has already had one life m
another form and maey of
my picces are befl unpaini-
cd so that they Gan ruslt
nasurad |y

“| encourage humor in
my sculplures and enjoy
the posilive Interaction
they have with their ands-
emoc - in some ways they
pre carioon-like, only
their three dimensaonal
aspect Irigpers more pow-
erlul reactiions.” he said.

Ihroughowt the project,
Kerrie said they also
hoped 1o document their
journey oi film W record
the haghs and lows, the
hurdies and the apporiun-
Lies.

She said the camera
would follow them ps they
rescarch and observe (he
Gippeland lanmdespacs
conduct meelings al ther
local calé and into Uher
studios 1o see the woeks in
progress and [inally at the
apening mights

Wild Dogs from Down Under — local artists ready lo take on the world

include (back) Jenny Murmra

m

"wild dog.”

s, Gary Miles, Keme Warmen, (cenire)
Hoon Hamson, Leome Ryan and (front) Laurie Colling with their mascol, the



