Leomie Ryan, Laure
Coins, Eeen Harmson,
Karme Wamen, Gary
Mies and Jenny
Murmray-Jones.

Right: Waragul
resident Graeme

Wild Dog artists take

Gippsland on tour

by Emma Ballingall

Wild Dogs from
Down Under last
week held an official
opening for its first
group exhibition
titled “Cappsland™ at
the West Gippsland
Arts Centre on
Tuesday, August B, in
from of about 300

c:El Dogs from Down

Under is made up of a
diverse group of six pro-
fessional contemporary
artists who meside in the
Baw Baw Shire, includ-
ing Kerne Warmen, Cary
Miles, Jenny Murray-
Jones, Laurie Collins,
Leomie Ryan and Eileen
Hamison.

This distinctive new
collection of conceptual
and visual arl comprses
indigenous and non-in-
digenous oal and acrylic
pmntings, metal sculp-
ture and sculpted pho-
iography ~ The exhiiw-
tion concluded on Sat-
urday

Artist Kemie Wamen,
on behall of the amsis
thanked thew support-
crs and those atending
the opening for expen-
CTICINE “Our PASSION. Our
lowe for art and our lowve

for Geppsland™.

The exhibition was offl-
cially opencd by Baw
Baw Shirc mayor lan
Clark, who said the karge
crowd was a iestament o
the wonderful artsts and
their work.

“It's a pretty special

indeed.” said Cr

“I shouldn’ be

amazed by the work It =

wonderful w see such di-

versifiction in the moom
longhl.™

Cr Clark said the six
wonderful arsts all had
different @mlents, were di-
verse and all had some-
thing special o offer

Cr Clark said that fol
lowing the exhibition at
the West Gippsland Ans
Centre, the e:l.hil}ltin-n
will travel 1o
Mecniyan hailcrL
B‘-umnﬁ Gallery before
heading o Melboume
and the Baw Baw Shire
SISter caty ung. China
for a «:-:-.ull:u.m!J

Al a laler ﬂ.up:.. 1 is
hoped artists of Jivjiang
will reciprocate by hold-
'mfl_: cultural exchange
exhibition in the Baw
Baw Shire with their an-
works

“It's a daunting

prospect, but what an
opportumily 0 showcase
the wonderful wlent in
this area,” said Cr Clark
“Ii's an opportunity 0
shorwcase Barw and
break new ground for
you as artists.  There is a
wonderful hum of activi-
B mroum<l the ars in ths
area”

Guest speaker Gmeme
Stapleton described the
exhibition as “exciting
and diverse”.

He said it was famasiic
to see the artists and Baw
Baw Shire working to-
pcther on the progect,
congratulating both
groups for their forward

thinki
rg'laplcmn noted

Ilul a number of Jiujiang
exchange students and
leachers who weee able
o aftend the opemng
would also have the op-
PNy 10 view ol agisn
in China,

He said all artisls will
benclit from the project
and 3l would be o fantas-
tic cross-culture expen-
e

As part of their Wild
Dogs from Down Under
commitments. Mr Sea-

pleton sxid the group of
artists would also be
holding active work-
shops and twlks in local
schoals.

Mr Swapleton then in-
troduced the prear-
fﬁlni.ldlusl'l ter of the lale

decape artist Sir Hans
Hevsen. Caroline Hey-
sen

Ms Hevsen said the ex-
hibition consisted of
some “magnificent
works", She d tha
glthongh the anworks
were very different from
what her at-grandla-
ther had puusil':n:-:d. they all
shared the theme of lowe
for the Australian land-
scape.  She sad he
would have been proud
o see his love ol the
landscape camy on.

The opening night also
featured Nacholas Mal-
il plaving the di '
doo and Peter and Hedy

Kirkbride playing
Alncan/Latin-Flamenco
rioythm music,

For further miommal:on
on Wid Dogs from
Down Under. wst
www wilddogsdownun-
der.com

Playing African/Latin-Flamence rhythm music at the official opaning of the
Wild Dags from Down Under first group at exhibition is (from left) Roger Tl
Paler Kirkbride, Hedy Kirkbride and Adele Richardsan,



