Al the official opening of Wikd Dogs from Down Under grand finale exhibion “Gumbay - Ghina
influence” at the West Gippsland Arts Centre are artists (from left) Jenny Murray-Jones, Gary Miles. Laune

Collins, Kavrie Waman, Leanie Ryan and Eileen Harrison with MC and Baw Baw Shire cultual development
officer Karen Whitaker-Tapfoc

Official opening of Gumbay

by Emma Ballingall

The Wild Dogs from
Down Under recently
celebrated the official
opening of their grand
finale exhibition tided

“Cumbay - China
Influence™ at the West

Gippsland Ars
Centre.

The official opening
wis conducted by Hiw
Baw Shire mayor Dick
van Leevwen in front of
about RO farmly, nends

and supporters 1o cele
brate the coaclusion of
e groups “Cappsland”
progect

Masicr of ceremonics
and Baw Baw Shane cul-
tural development allicer
Karen  Whitaker-Taylor
said she believed the
*Gumbay = China Infly-
cnce” exiubilion was nod
the end @l the group
comprsing of s Baw
Baw artisis, rather “the
slép W (he nexl g
thing

The eahibition, which
closed on Friday, fea-
wred a body of M an-
works directly infleenced
by thewr joumey 10 Jin-
pang, Cluna as part ol
their “Crippstand™ exhibi-
on exchange.

Wild Dogs from Down
Under 15 a doverse group
of six prolessional con-
ICMPOrary Aarasts uniled
by thew love of Caipps-
land. The group includes
Kemmic Warren, Leonde
Ryan, Eileen Harmson
lenny Mumn-Jones
Laune Collins and Cary

Miles. The group came
Lngtlll-;r two-and-a-hall
cdls 3@h LD l.'lll"FE‘I-.h['ﬁ bt
unng adultion Bded
“Unppsland”™, which fea-
lured  Iwo-dhimensional
and hree-dimeénsionil
visual an pieces with a
Giippsland theme.

The “Gippsland™ exhi-
bition opened m Warmag-
ul before visiting many
VEMUCS BCTOSS NeEional
Victonia, Melboumne and
last year Jiuplang China
The final installation of
the exhibiion was held
in Sale durning February.

Arust Kerme Warren
saud the new exhibibon
in Warragul compleles
the oycle of the group
thit was “truly enor
mous, with each anst
now looking forwand
working on new solo
PO CCLS,

In oflicially opening
the “Cumbay = Chu
Influence™ exhibeyon Ot
vian Leeuwen congrufu-
lated the group for their
vision and pemsisience,
resulting in an exhibition
of great value 1o the Baw

Haw Share. He descrnibed
the group as “can do
peopde” and spoke about
how invessons, mcludoge
rulepuyers, had received
preat villue for money
oul of the progect.

Cr van Lecuwen also
spoke individually about
cach amist and pgave
background as 0 what
had inspired them while
visiting Chuna

He concluded that the
Wild Dogs group shows
there 1S "o miech gomg
an in the world of anf”.

“Thank you arisis for
miking thes contnbulion
o the Baw Baw Shire,”
said Cr van Lecuwen.

Cr van Leeuwen also
thanked amist Laurc
Collins for donating his
"Wild Dog™ sculpture,
part of the “Gippsland”
exhibion, w the Haw
Raw Shire

Although the shire ong:
inally offered 1o purchase
the artwork © help in
lunding the exchange o
Jagiang, Laune chose o
donate the anmwork



